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I was asked to write about reconciliation 
and to be honest it was hard. 
It's difficult to focus on the freedom ahead when you feel like the chains 
on your wrists are cutting wounds deeper than ever before.  
How can I pretend like I’m not being enveloped more and more in 
anger every 28hrs...or less. 
I'm on the side of destruction and pain  
I was born with darker complexion and therefore gain no satisfaction 
from this situation 
It is I who lives in fear of hearing family found dead 
friend got choked 
I to be beaten 
in that where’s the hope? 
Why should I turn my eyes towards a brighter future when I'm 
suffocating in anger? 
and then feeling convicted because I'm a Christian.  
it's hard being a follower with dark skin because the things I hold within 
do not Glorify my God. 
So I'm entangled in this personal battle every night 
fighting demons on the inside and out while others get to choose 
whether or not they will fight. 
so when asked to write 
I had no words. 
I had no motivation for declaration of hope in the midst of despair 
but  
I'm a Christian  
so I don’t have the freedom to look past the mission 
if Jesus had the courage to come down from glory, be beaten and 
hung on a cross, 
if the trinity could reconcile with sinners like you and me  
then why is it so hard for human beings to do the exact same thing? 
it's obscene 
it's crazy to me 
because we have the ultimate example of reconciliation in the cross 
and rep the name of Christ 
yet we ain't livin' right.  
we aren’t following behind the theology of Jesus  
who teaches us 
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that we are called to reconcile with one another 
Jew and Gentile 
Slave and free. 
Supposed to be good Samaritans, Esthers, 
using the strength and words of God to preach what’s real and bring 
down systems of injustices 
we are called to be baptized in the blood of the lamb and see past 
color, 
but not past pain. 
we are not to be blind to experiences, hardships and heartaches, 
but instead we are told to be those candles that shine so bright in the 
voids that Christ’s voice can be heard by the marginalized.  
Our bodies should flow streams of blood from our backs 
and be worn out from carrying our crosses, 
in need of God to come beside us and help carry the weight of 
reconciliation 
because that’s how passionate we are about loving each and every 
dust formed creation of His we see. 
He never said it would be easy 
He never said blood wouldn’t be shed or tabled turned, 
empires turned upside down, 
but instead He showed us that that's exactly where this journey would 
take us. 
and it's hard 
and it's painful 
there's a cost for reconciliation that someone has to pay 
and in the time period of Mike Browns, Trayvon Martins and so many 
others diminished by the absence of equality it is time for the church to 
step into the job we were designed for 
it is time for an age of reconciling with our brothers and sisters  
showing our Father that we get it,  
we understand, 
we were called for just a time like this  
and for some of us our eyes are burning red with rage so much we 
miss out on witnessing the hope Christ displayed 
and for some we are so wrapped up in privilege we turn a blind eye 
forgetting that Christ did not model this 
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and others are feeding into the brokenness...they like this...their eyes 
simply filled with hatred 
well then where’s the reconciliation?  
our eyes need to be fixed back on God 
our hearts need to break with the hurting 
because reconciliation is not obtained through ignorance or a lack of 
understanding others pains 
it is found in the blood of the greatest reconciler 
the church has a job to do. 
2 Corinthians 5:19 says 
"and this is from God, who reconciled us to the world himself in Christ 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation"  
we are Christ’s ambassadors. 
if we cant even follow His greatest commandment to love one another 
and to love one another enough to learn to learn and walk together 
then we are not doing our job... 
and in the midst of utter brokenness... 
we really need to do our job 
	  


